Audition Pack – Pride and Prejudice: Edge of the Colony
Thank you for your interest in auditioning for Pride and Prejudice: Edge of the Colony.
This is Jane Austen… but not as she knew it.
We have relocated her world to 1820s Australia, where society is still being assembled in real time, manners are under construction, and reputation can be lost somewhere between breakfast and a regimental dance.
At the centre is the Bennet family—all seven of them—attempting to navigate polite society with varying degrees of success. Their world is repeatedly disrupted by Mr Darcy and Mr Bingley, who arrive like very serious weather systems: altering everything, then offering no explanation.
The ensemble is not background. It is commentary, chaos, and occasionally order. Every household, assembly, and scandal is built through collective performance.
This production blends text and movement, where choreography becomes social behaviour—status, desire, panic, and judgement made visible before words catch up.
We are looking for performers who are collaborative, physically engaged, and able to convincingly behave like members of a tightly connected community that keeps forgetting it is one.
This production is presented in partnership with Live Theatre Inc and CHATS Production Inc. It will be fun, funny and a glorious adventure to bring something new to life! Come and join us!
About the Show
Set on the edge of a developing colony (and occasionally the edge of decorum), Edge of the Colony is a comedy exploring love, reputation, and ambition in a society where status is uncertain, gossip travels faster than horses, and everyone is quietly convinced they are right.
This is a comedy-driven production. We are looking for actors who are funny, physically expressive, and confident working with a wide range of tone—from subtle irony to heightened farce. Strong use of facial expression, physicality, and character detail will be essential.
Performances will be held at:
· Jetty Theatre (26 March – 4 April)
· Bellingen Memorial Hall (9–11 April)
The world of the play moves between:
· energetic settlement dances (where everyone knows the steps—until they don’t)
· formal assemblies (where nothing is said, and everything is misread)
· private encounters (where everything is said, then immediately regretted)
The production features eight ensemble dances charting the emotional weather of the colony: courtship, panic, social collapse, recovery, and the occasional brief victory of dignity. EVERYONE MUST DANCE. 
Characters
This production will be cast with a company of 14 performers:
· 9 women 
· 5 men 
The cast operates as an ensemble, with performers sharing responsibility for storytelling and often taking on multiple roles.
Note: The ages listed are indicative only and will depend on the mix of auditionees. Casting will prioritise stage age, performance ability, and suitability for the role over the performer’s actual age. All actors must be over 18 at the commencement of rehearsals on 23 January 2027.
Expectations of the Ensemble Cast
This is an ensemble-driven, movement-integrated production.
Performers will:
· Participate in large-scale group dances (no formal dance training required, but confidence moving is important) – You must dance. 
· Some actors will play multiple roles across the production
· Contribute to storytelling through movement, voice, and staging
· Work collaboratively to build the world of the colony
We are looking for actors who are:
· Generous, responsive, and genuinely funny scene partners
· Willing to explore bold physicality, character choices, and well-timed chaos
· Comfortable working as part of a cohesive ensemble where everyone is slightly responsible for everything
· Committed, adaptable, and able to lean into comedy through timing, contrast, and reaction
Audition Information
· Audition Dates: 12 and 13 December 2026
· Location: Community Village
· To Book an Audition: Email livetheatreinfo@gmail.com  or visit https://www.livetheatre.com.au/pnp 
· Questions? Contact us at livetheatreinfo@gmail.com 
What to Prepare
· Please prepare one short monologue of your choice (can be from the play or in a similar style). You may also be asked to read other scenes in pairs or groups. 
· There may be a short movement or ensemble improvisation during auditions, no experience necessary, just come with curiosity and energy.
Rehearsals & Performances
Please bring any major availability conflicts to your audition. It is expected that lead actors will have full availability.
Rehearsals: 23 January – 18 March
Cavanbah Hall – Coffs Harbour
· Tuesday Nights 7pm-10pm  
· Thursday Nights 7pm -10pm  
· Sunday Afternoon 1pm -5pm
Performances: Show Dates and Call times – Everyone required 
Production Week – Jetty Theatre
· Bump in – Sun 21 March
· Production Week – 22, 23, 24 March (6.30pm-10pm)
Call times. 
· Evening 7.30pm – arrive at the theatre no later than 5.30pm – Warmup at 6.00pm
· Matinee 2pm – arrive at the theatre no later than 12.30pm – Warmup at 1pm
· School matinee 11am – arrive at the theatre no later than 9.30 – Warmup at 10am
Show Dates – Jetty Theatre – 10 performances
· Friday 26 March – 7.30pm (Opening night)
· Saturday 27 March – 2pm & 7.30 pm – two shows today!
· Sunday 28 March – 2pm
· Wednesday 31 March April – Schools Matinee 11am and 7.30pm – two shows today!
· Friday 2 April – 7.30pm 
· Saturday 3 April – 2pm & 7.30 pm – two shows today
· Sunday 4 April – 2pm
Show Dates – Bellingen Memorial Theatre – 4 performances
· Bump and production preparations – Thursday 8 April
· Performances – Friday 9, Saturday 10, Sunday 11
Creative Team
· Director: Emma Watson
· Stage Manager: Belinda Dowling
· Lighting Design and operation: TBA
· Sound Design and operation: TBA
· Produced by: Live Theatre Inc 
Access & Inclusion
We welcome performers of all backgrounds, experience levels, ages and identities. We encourage applications from people who may not have seen themselves represented onstage in this story before. If you have any accessibility needs or would like to discuss how we can support you, please get in touch.
How to Get Involved
Whether you’re an experienced performer or exploring acting for the first time, we’d love to see you at auditions. This is a collaborative process, and we value warmth, creativity, and commitment over perfection.
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Characters of the play
	Characters Women
	About the character – Everyone is funny – be funny. 
	Role type

	Elizabeth Bennet
	Sharp, perceptive, and independent. Quick-witted and strong-minded, she must learn to challenge her own judgments and assumptions.
	Lead

	Mrs. Bennet
	Anxious, talkative, and fixated on securing advantageous marriages for her daughters. Comic in her nerves but driven by real concerns about security and status. Brind the big personality. 
	Lead

	Jane Bennet
	Kind, gentle, and sincere. Sees the good in everyone and embodies emotional steadiness and quiet strength. In much of the play, not as many lines.
	Lead

	Lydia Bennet
	Impulsive, flirtatious, and attention-seeking. Thrives on excitement and social display, often without regard for consequences. Bring the big personality.
	Lead

	Kitty Bennet
	Easily influenced and eager to belong. Often follows Lydia but begins to show signs of growing independence. Loves birds.
	Lead

	Mary Bennet
	Serious, moralising, and socially awkward. Values propriety and intellect but often lacks emotional awareness.
	Lead

	Charlotte Lucas / Georgiana Darcy
	Charlotte: Practical and pragmatic, valuing security over romance. Georgiana: Shy, gentle, and reserved, with quiet strength and vulnerability.
	Ensemble

	Lady Catherine de Bourgh / Mrs. Gardiner / Lady Lucas
	Lady Catherine: Commanding, entitled, and authoritative. Mrs. Gardiner: Warm, intelligent, and grounded; a moral guide. Lady Lucas: Socially aware and pragmatic.
	Ensemble

	Miss Bingley / Anne de Bourgh / Mrs. Reynolds
	Miss Bingley: Polished, status-conscious, and subtly cutting. Anne: Quiet and withdrawn, shaped by others’ control. Mrs. Reynolds: Warm and respectful, offering insight into Darcy’s character.
	Ensemble

	Characters Men
	
	

	Mr. Darcy
	Reserved, intelligent, and principled. Initially proud and socially awkward, he undergoes significant growth in self-awareness and humility.
	Lead

	Mr. Collins / George Wickham
	Mr. Collins: Obsequious, self-important, and comically formal. 
Wickham: Charming, persuasive, and deceptive, masking self-interest behind easy manners.
	Lead

	Mr. Bennet
	Dry, ironic, and detached. Observes the chaos of his family with wit and humour but reveals deeper care and insight beneath his reserve. Not many lines, but in it a lot.
	Ensemble

	Charles Bingley 
	Bingley: Warm, friendly, and open-hearted, though easily influenced. Not many lines, but in it a lot.
	Ensemble

	Captain Denny / Mr. Gardiner/ Colonel Fitzwilliam
	Captain Denny: Sociable and well-meaning, part of the lively officer culture. 
Mr. Gardiner: Sensible, kind, and grounded, offering quiet authority and moral clarity.
Fitzwilliam: Amiable, perceptive, and socially adept.
	Ensemble
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