PRIDE & PREJUDICE — EDGE OF THE COLONY
Student Pack | School Matinee
Welcome
Welcome to Pride and Prejudice: Edge of the Colony.
This production takes Jane Austen’s much-loved novel and relocates its characters to the Australian colonies of the early nineteenth century.
The story remains recognisable: Elizabeth Bennet meets the proud Mr Darcy, Jane Bennet attracts the attention of Mr Bingley, Mr Collins proposes, Lydia runs away with Wickham, and assumptions, misunderstandings and social expectations threaten to shape the characters’ futures.
But the world around them has changed.
Instead of the English countryside, the Bennet’s live in a developing colonial society. Social position is shaped by land, wealth, reputation, military connections and distance. The colony becomes more than a setting: it changes the way the characters understand themselves and one another.
The production invites audiences to consider:
· What happens to a familiar story when it is placed in an unfamiliar country?
And perhaps more importantly:
· How much of human behaviour changes when the landscape changes and how much stays exactly the same?
1. Before you see the production
What do you already know about Pride and Prejudice?
Before attending the performance, discuss what you already know about the novel.
You might consider:
· Who is Elizabeth Bennet? 
· Who is Mr Darcy? 
· Why does Darcy initially dislike Elizabeth? 
· Why does Elizabeth dislike Darcy? 
· What role does marriage play in the story? 
· Why is Lydia's relationship with Wickham so dangerous? 
· What does wealth mean in the world of the novel? 
· Why does reputation matter so much? 
· What makes the story funny? 
Quick prediction
Complete these sentences:
· I expect Elizabeth to be…
· I expect Darcy to be…
· I expect the play to be funny because…
· I think moving the story to colonial Australia will change…
· I think it will leave unchanged…
Keep your answers. You can revisit them after the performance.
2. Austen's world
Jane Austen published Pride and Prejudice in 1813.
The novel is concerned with a society where:
· marriage could have significant financial consequences 
· women had limited economic independence 
· family reputation mattered enormously 
· social class influenced relationships 
· wealth and property affected social status 
· inheritance could determine a family's future 
· people were judged by manners, behaviour and connections 
Elizabeth Bennet is unusual because she is unwilling to simply accept the expectations placed upon her.
She wants to marry for affection rather than simply security.
That makes her both attractive and difficult within the world she inhabits.
Think about it
Would Elizabeth's refusal of Mr Collins be considered brave, foolish or both?
What might she risk by saying no?

3. From England to Australia - the colony in 1810s
Edge of the Colony relocates the story to colonial Australia.
The production uses Australian locations, language, humour and references to create a distinctly colonial version of Austen's world.
You may hear references to:
· Sydney
· stations and properties
· settlements
· military officers
· colonial society
· bush tracks
· distance and isolation
· the Australian landscape
· local gossip and the ‘bush telegraph’
The characters are still recognisably Austen's characters. But their environment changes the way their world operates.
Discussion
· Imagine the Bennet family living in colonial Australia.
From Regency England to colonial Australia
	Regency England
	Colonial Australia

	Austen's world
	Edge of the Colony

	English country estate
	Colonial station

	Netherfield
	Netherfield Station

	Country dance
	Settlement dance

	English countryside
	Australian landscape

	London
	Sydney

	Social network
	Small colonial community

	Family fortune
	Land and property

	Gossip
	Bush telegraph

	Family fortune
	Land and property

	Gossip
	Bush telegraph

	Long-distance travel
	Vast colonial distances

	English social hierarchy
	Colonial class and status



Then ask:
Why does the setting matter?
Students consider:
How does changing the setting from Regency England to colonial Australia alter the way we understand:
Darcy?
Elizabeth?
Bingley?
Wickham?
Marriage?
Class?
Which things would remain exactly the same? 
4. The Colony as a character
One of the challenges of adapting Pride and Prejudice is deciding how much the setting should matter.
In this production, the colony is not simply a backdrop.
· Distance affects relationships.
· Travel takes time.
· Information travels through gossip.
· Land represents wealth and status.
· Military officers provide excitement and social opportunity.
· Sydney represents sophistication, danger and distance.
· The Australian environment is sometimes beautiful, sometimes inconvenient and sometimes simply ridiculous.
Elizabeth even observes:
"In a country this vast, there is always more beyond the next ridge."
Consider
How does a vast landscape affect the characters?
Does physical distance make people:
· more independent? 
· more isolated? 
· more reliant on gossip? 
· more interested in marriage? 
· more dependent on family? 
· more adventurous? 
5. Meet the characters
Elizabeth Bennet
· Intelligent, witty and independent.
· Elizabeth prides herself on her ability to judge people but discovers that her confidence in her own judgement can itself become a weakness.
· Her journey is not simply about falling in love.
· It is about learning to question herself.
Key question
Is Elizabeth's greatest strength also her greatest weakness?

	

	



Fitzwilliam Darcy
· Wealthy, reserved and proud.
· Darcy initially believes that his judgement is reliable. He sees Elizabeth's family as socially unsuitable and Elizabeth herself as beneath his expectations.
· But Darcy's greatest development comes when he begins to recognise his own behaviour.
Key question
Is Darcy actually arrogant, or is he simply uncomfortable in a society he does not understand?

	

	



Jane Bennet
· Kind, optimistic and reserved.
· Jane tends to assume the best of people.
· This makes her a contrast to Elizabeth.
· Elizabeth is quick to judge; Jane is sometimes reluctant to judge at all.
Key question
Is Jane's optimism wisdom or naivety?
	

	



Mr Bennet
· Dry, observant and amused by the absurdity around him.
· Mr Bennet often uses humour to avoid responsibility.
· His wit makes him entertaining but the production also asks us to consider whether amusement is enough when his family faces genuine consequences.
	

	



Mrs Bennet
· Energetic, anxious and obsessed with marriage.
· Mrs Bennet can appear ridiculous, but her concerns are not entirely irrational.
· Her daughters' futures are genuinely uncertain.
· Her comedy comes partly from the fact that she responds to serious problems with extraordinary panic.
Key question
How much of Mrs Bennet's behaviour is ridiculous and how much is understandable?
	

	



Lydia Bennet
· Young, impulsive and fascinated by romance, officers and attention.
· Lydia often appears to be the least responsible Bennet sister.
· But her behaviour exposes the dangers of a society in which women can lose their reputation and therefore their future through the actions of others.

	

	



George Wickham
· Charming, attractive and persuasive.
· Wickham understands how easily people believe a good story when it is told well.
· His charm becomes particularly dangerous because he knows how to make himself appear the victim.
Key question
Why are people so willing to believe Wickham?
	

	



Mr Collins
· Self-important, socially awkward and completely convinced of his own importance.
· Mr Collins provides some of the production's broadest comedy.
· But beneath the humour is a serious issue: Elizabeth's refusal of Collins is a rejection of marriage as a purely practical arrangement.
	

	




6. The big ideas
As you watch the production, look for these ideas.
· Pride - How do characters' assumptions about themselves affect their behaviour?
· Prejudice - How quickly do characters form opinions about others?
· Wealth - Who has power because of money?
· Marriage - Is marriage presented as romance, security, social advancement or all three?
· Reputation - Why can one person's actions affect an entire family?
· Gender- What choices are available to the men and women?
· Class - How does social position affect who characters respect?
· Appearance versus reality - Who is actually what they first appear to be?
· Judgement - How reliable is Elizabeth's judgement?
7. Comedy in the production
Although Pride and Prejudice deals with serious issues, the story is also extremely funny.
The production uses several different kinds of comedy.
Verbal wit
Characters say things that mean more than they initially appear to mean.
Elizabeth and Darcy frequently use conversation as a form of combat.
Irony
The audience understands something that the characters do not.
Character comedy
Characters such as Mrs Bennet and Mr Collins behave in exaggerated ways.
Physical comedy
Movement, entrances, exits, dancing and props can create humour.
Repetition
Running jokes become funnier when the audience recognises the pattern.
Contrast
A serious character placed beside an absurd character can create comedy.
Australian humour
The production also uses Australian expressions, understatement and colonial references.
For example, characters may respond to extraordinary situations with deliberately casual language.
Watch for it
During the performance, try to identify three different types of comedy.
Write down:
1. The moment 
2. What made it funny 
3. What type of comedy it used 
8. Language and adaptation
Austen's original language is formal and often indirect.
The adaptation retains some of that style while introducing Australian language and humour.
For example, characters may use expressions such as:
· "in a pickle" 
· "a pretty kettle of fish" 
· "pleased as punch" 
· "tickety-boo" 
· "up the creek" 
These expressions create a deliberate contrast between the formal world of Austen and the Australian setting.
Why does this work?
Discuss:
What happens when nineteenth-century characters speak in a way that feels recognisably Australian?
Does it:
· make them more accessible? 
· make the setting clearer? 
· create comedy? 
· make the adaptation feel less "English"? 
· create a deliberate clash between old and new? 
9. Adaptation: What has changed?
An adaptation does not have to reproduce its source text exactly.
It can:
· relocate a story 
· change language 
· remove scenes 
· combine characters 
· alter relationships 
· introduce new jokes 
· change emphasis 
· update themes 
· reinterpret characters 
Activity
Choose one character.
Compare: Austen's Elizabeth with Elizabeth in Edge of the Colony.
	Consider: 
	Austen
	Edge of the Colony

	Setting
	
	

	Language
	
	

	Social expectations
	
	

	Relationship with Darcy
	
	

	Sense of humour
	
	

	Independence
	
	



Challenge
Does the Australian adaptation change Elizabeth, or does it simply reveal aspects of her character that were already present?
	

	



10. Elizabeth and Darcy
At the centre of the production is the relationship between Elizabeth and Darcy.
Their relationship develops through a series of misunderstandings.
Initially:
Darcy judges Elizabeth.
· Elizabeth judges Darcy.
· Both believe their judgement is correct.
· Both are wrong.
· Their eventual relationship depends upon each character becoming willing to reconsider themselves.
· Elizabeth eventually admits:
· "I saw only what I wanted to see and called it good sense."
· This is one of the most important moments in her journey.
Discuss
· Why is Elizabeth's self-realisation important?
· Would the story work if only Darcy changed?
· What does Elizabeth have to learn?
	

	



11. Lydia and Wickham
· Lydia's storyline introduces a much darker element.
· Her relationship with Wickham demonstrates how quickly reputation can be damaged particularly for women.
· Wickham is charming and persuasive.
· But his charm does not necessarily indicate goodness.
Consider
Why does Wickham's version of events initially seem believable?
What does the audience know that some characters do not?
How does the production use Wickham to explore:
· manipulation 
· reputation 
· appearance 
· trust 
· power 
· gender expectations? 
12. The Role of gossip
Information travels rapidly through the world of the play.
People hear things.
People repeat things.
People embellish things.
And sometimes people believe things simply because everyone else appears to believe them.
The production refers to the bush telegraph, a humorous Australian equivalent of the social gossip network.
Discussion
Is gossip fundamentally different today?
Compare the colony's gossip network with:
· social media 
· group chats 
· TikTok 
· Instagram 
· online rumours 
· news commentary 
How much has actually changed?
	

	


13. After the performance
What stayed with you?
Write down:
One moment that made me laugh:
	

	



One moment that surprised me:
	

	



One character I understood differently after seeing the play:
	

	



One moment that made me think:
	

	



One question I still have:
	

	


14. Performance analysis
Think about the production as theatre rather than simply as a story.
Consider:
Acting
· How did performers distinguish characters?
· How were relationships communicated without dialogue?
Movement
· How did actors use the stage?
· How did dancing contribute to storytelling?
Costumes
What did costumes tell you about:
· class? 
· personality? 
· wealth? 
· relationships? 
· historical setting? 
Music
How did music establish:
· location? 
· mood? 
· comedy? 
· romance? 
· tension? 
Lighting
· How did lighting help move the audience between locations and moments?
Set and props
· How did the production create a large colonial world using a theatrical space?
	

	



15. Discussion questions
Character
1. Does Elizabeth change more than Darcy? 
2. Is Darcy genuinely proud, or simply socially uncomfortable? 
3. Is Mrs Bennet a comic character or a woman responding rationally to an insecure future? 
4. Is Lydia irresponsible, naïve or simply young? 
5. Why is Wickham so persuasive? 
6. Is Mr Collins funny because he is ridiculous, or because he genuinely believes he is reasonable? 
Themes
1. Does wealth still influence relationships today? 
2. Is reputation more or less important in the age of social media? 
3. Do people still judge others based on assumptions? 
4. How much do first impressions matter? 
5. Can people really change? 
6. Is marrying for love still a social privilege? 
Adaptation
1. What does relocating the story to Australia achieve? 
2. Which aspects of Austen's story feel particularly Australian in this production? 
3. Does the Australian setting change the meaning of the story? 
4. What would be lost if the story were performed exactly as written by Austen? 
Theatre
1. Which performance made the strongest impression? 
2. How was comedy created? 
3. How did actors communicate relationships through movement? 
4. Which scene would you most like to perform yourself? 
16. Essay / Assessment prompts
These can be adapted for Year 12 English tasks.
Analytical
How does Pride and Prejudice: Edge of the Colony use humour to explore serious social expectations?
Adaptation
To what extent does relocating Austen's Pride and Prejudice to colonial Australia change the meaning of the original story?
Character
Elizabeth Bennet believes she is an excellent judge of character. How does the production challenge this belief?
Context
How does the colonial setting influence the relationships and conflicts in Pride and Prejudice: Edge of the Colony?
Comparative
Compare the representation of social class in Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice and Pride and Prejudice: Edge of the Colony.
Performance
How do the actors, staging, movement, costume and humour transform Austen's novel into a theatrical experience?
17. Creative challenge
Write your own colonial Austen scene
Create a short scene in which an Austen character encounters something unexpected in colonial Australia.
You could include:
· a bush journey 
· a settlement dance 
· a station 
· a military gathering 
· Sydney society 
· a colonial dinner 
· a difficult horse 
· an awkward proposal 
Your scene should contain:
1. A misunderstanding
2. A social expectation
3. At least one moment of irony
4. A character who believes they are behaving perfectly reasonably
5. A punchline
Final thought
At its heart, Pride and Prejudice is a story about how badly people can misunderstand one another and how difficult it can be to admit that we might be wrong.
Edge of the Colony takes that idea somewhere new.
· The landscape is different.
· The language is different.
· The society is different.
But the people remain remarkably familiar.
· They judge.
· They gossip.
· They fall in love.
· They make terrible decisions.
· They misunderstand one another.
· And occasionally, they learn.
In a country this vast, there is always more beyond the next ridge.
Perhaps that is also true of the people we think we know.
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