Jane Eyre – Education Kit
Production Overview
· Production Title: Jane Eyre
· Venue: The Jetty Theatre
· Date & Time: Wednesday 1 April, 11am – 2.20pm (20 min interval)
· Duration: Two 60-minute acts
· Production Company: Live Theatre Inc and CHATS Production Inc.
· Creative Team: Adapated and Directed by Emma Watson
Synopsis
Follow Jane Eyre’s journey from orphaned child to strong, independent young woman. This stage adaptation brings her world to life with a compelling gothic atmosphere, vivid characters, and timeless themes of resilience, self-discovery, and moral integrity. Performed by talented local actors, this production is presented at the Jetty Memorial Theatre, a vibrant cultural venue of the City of Coffs Harbour.
Why Attend
• Students connect curriculum with live theatre.
• Explore literature, drama, and creative adaptation.
• Support local theatre and artists on the Coffs Coast.
✨ A memorable, inspiring theatre experience bringing Jane Eyre to life!
Practical Information
· Schools Rate: $19 per student | Teachers free (1:10)
· Post-Show Q&A: Meet actors, writer, and director
· Bookings / Enquiries: Contact Jetty Memorial Theatre 02 6648 4930
· Booking link:
Curriculum Links
English / Literature:
· Characterisation and themes: Jane’s growth, resilience, independence, morality.
· Victorian context: class, gender roles, education.
· Adaptation: differences between novel and stage performance.
Drama:
· Ensemble performance and multi-role acting.
· Stagecraft: set, lighting, sound, props.
· Storytelling techniques: physical theatre, tableaux, breaking the fourth wall.
Cross-Curricular:
· History: Victorian society and social structures.
· Ethics / Wellbeing: resilience, integrity, making ethical choices.
· Contemporary links: equality, social justice, personal values.
Pre-Show Activities 
1. Discuss Jane’s Character and Traits
· In small groups, brainstorm Jane’s qualities (resilient, intelligent, principled, passionate, independent).
· Compare Jane’s values and struggles with issues young people face today: standing up for yourself, dealing with bullying, finding your own voice, or navigating social pressure.
· Creative option: Write a short social media post or diary entry from Jane’s perspective as a child at Gateshead or Lowood. How might she share her experiences if she lived today?
2. Predict How the Novel Could Be Staged
· Students list challenges in staging Jane Eyre (multiple locations, internal thoughts, large time span, gothic elements).
· In pairs or small groups, sketch stage designs, tableaux, or storyboards for key moments (the Red Room, Thornfield fire, reunion with Rochester), considering modern settings or symbolism.
· Discussion: If this story were set in the 21st century, which scenes would be most relevant? Which could be adapted or condensed to engage a modern audience?
3. Research Victorian Society
Divide the class into groups to research key areas:
· Social class and women’s work (esp. governesses) – compare to modern-day education and careers for women.
· Education and schools like Lowood – how do schools today address fairness, discipline, and wellbeing?
· Religion and morality – explore how ethics, values, and social expectations have changed since Victorian times.
· Marriage and gender roles – discuss how relationships and gender expectations have evolved.
Groups present findings through short talks, posters, or digital presentations, linking discoveries to Jane’s fight for independence and how it resonates with today’s issues of equality and self-expression.
Optional Extension
Ask students to rewrite a key moment from the novel in a modern setting (e.g., Jane at a boarding school today, or facing online bullying). Discuss how the themes of resilience, independence, and morality remain relevant.
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During the Show - Reflection Guide
1. Tracking Jane’s Development
· At which stages of her life does Jane’s journey unfold? (Hint: Gateshead, Lowood, Thornfield, Moor House, Ferndean)
· How does Jane change at each stage?
· What are key moments where she shows independence or faces a moral dilemma?
2. Ensemble Acting
· Did you notice actors switching between different roles? Give an example.
· How did this choice affect your understanding of the story?
· Do you think this highlighted themes of identity or transformation? Why/why not?
3. Lighting, Sound, and Set
· Note down one moment where lighting created a gothic or dramatic atmosphere.
· How was sound used to heighten emotion or tension (e.g. thunderclaps, whispers, music)?
· Describe how the set design changed throughout the performance. How did this reflect Jane’s inner world?
4. Soundscape
· What layers of sound (voices, instruments, effects) were used to create atmosphere?
· How did ensemble voices or chanting represent Jane’s inner thoughts or external pressures?
5. The Fourth Wall
· Were there moments where Jane or other characters addressed the audience directly?
· How did breaking the “fourth wall” help you connect with Jane’s story?
6. Reflection
· Looking across all five stages of Jane’s journey, how did the design (lighting, sound, set, costumes) help you understand her inner growth and struggles?
Post-Show Activities
· Reflect: How did the stage adaptation interpret the novel?
· Group discussion: Which parts of the novel were kept, cut, or changed?
· Debate: Did the production stay true to Brontë’s intentions, or did it create something new?
· Write a theatre review (formal or creative) focusing on performance, design, and emotional impact. Send it to the Director.
Creative tasks
· Diary entry: Students write in Jane’s voice after a pivotal scene (e.g. leaving Thornfield, reuniting with Rochester).
· Scene rewrite: Take a key moment and reimagine it in a modern setting (e.g. Jane working in a corporate office, Thornfield as a penthouse).
· Short performance: In groups, dramatise a short scene from the novel not included in the production. Encourage use of ensemble and minimal props, mirroring professional stagecraft.
· Compare novel vs. performance
· Chart key differences in plot, characters, and focus.
· Discuss why choices were made for the stage (time constraints, visual storytelling, audience engagement).
· Encourage students to evaluate whether changes strengthened or weakened the story.
Jane Eyre Vocabulary Dictionary (Literary Terms)
· Bildungsroman - A coming-of-age story that traces the moral and psychological growth of a character from childhood to adulthood. In Jane Eyre: Jane grows from an orphaned, mistreated child into an independent woman.
· Gothic - A genre marked by mystery, supernatural elements, dark settings, and emotional intensity. In Jane Eyre: Thornfield’s secrets, the Red Room, and Bertha’s presence create gothic tension.
· Motif – A recurring symbol, image, or idea that reinforces a theme. In Jane Eyre: fire (passion, destruction), ice (control, repression), windows (freedom vs. confinement).
· Narrative voice - The perspective through which the story is told. In Jane Eyre: The novel’s first-person voice allows readers to experience Jane’s inner struggles directly.
· Foreshadowing - Hints or clues about future events in a story. In Jane Eyre: Strange laughter foreshadows Bertha’s reveal; Rochester’s injuries foreshadow the equal partnership at the end.
· Patriarchy - A system where men hold power and women are expected to be submissive.
In Jane Eyre: Jane resists patriarchal expectations by refusing to be Rochester’s mistress or St John’s subordinate wife.
· Colonialism - Control or domination by one country over another; in literature, often tied to characters from abroad. In Jane Eyre: Bertha Mason, Rochester’s Creole wife, reflects Victorian anxieties about empire and “otherness.”
Theatre Production Vocabulary Dictionary (Drama Terms)
· Ensemble - A group of actors working together to tell the story, often through shared roles or movement. In Jane Eyre: The cast may switch roles, creating fluid storytelling.
· Blocking - The planned movement and positioning of actors on stage. In Jane Eyre: Blocking may show Jane’s isolation (standing apart) or connection (moving closer to Rochester).
· Cue - A signal (line, sound, light change) that triggers an actor’s or technician’s action.
In Jane Eyre: A lighting cue may shift to red during the fire scene.
· Stage directions - Written or devised instructions about movement, gestures, or effects.
In Jane Eyre: Directions might indicate ensemble members forming the Red Room with their bodies.
· Costume - Clothing that conveys character, status, or symbolism.
In Jane Eyre: Jane’s plain dress vs. Blanche Ingram’s elaborate gowns highlight class difference.
· Lighting - Use of illumination to establish mood, time, and focus.
In Jane Eyre: Shadows may represent confinement, while bright light suggests freedom or revelation.
· Transformation - When actors shift roles or when space/props are repurposed in multiple ways. In Jane Eyre: An actor may play both Mr Brocklehurst and St John, emphasising authoritarian control in Jane’s life.
· Physical theatre - A style where movement, gesture, and physicality tell the story as much as dialogue. In Jane Eyre: Ensemble actors might use physical theatre to embody the storm, fire, or Jane’s inner turmoil.


Jane Eyre: Character Development Worksheet
As you watch the play, track Jane’s journey through the five key settings of the novel. At each stage, make notes about:
· What happens to Jane
· How she changes or grows as a person
· Key relationships
· Moments where she asserts independence or faces a moral dilemma
· Any stage/technical elements (lighting, sound, set, costume) that help show her inner world
1. Gateshead (Childhood & Orphanhood)
· What challenges does Jane face at Gateshead?
· How do her interactions with Mrs Reed and her cousins shape her?
· Which qualities of Jane’s personality are established here?
Notes:

	

	

	



2. Lowood School (Education & Friendship)
· What hardships does Jane endure at Lowood?
· How do Helen Burns and Miss Temple influence her?
· What values and strengths does she develop here?
Notes:

	

	

	





3. Thornfield Hall (Love & Secrets)
· What is Jane’s role at Thornfield?
· How does her relationship with Rochester develop?
· Which moral dilemmas does she face?
· How does the gothic atmosphere (sounds, set, lighting) highlight her struggles?
Notes:

	

	

	



4. Moor House (Testing Independence)
· What happens when Jane leaves Thornfield?
· How do St John and his sisters affect her choices?
· What does this stage show about Jane’s resilience and values?
Notes:

	

	

	



5. Ferndean (Resolution & Return)
· How is Jane’s reunion with Rochester staged?
· In what ways has Jane grown into independence and moral strength?
· How is equality shown in her final relationship with Rochester?
Notes:

	

	



